
SCHOOL VISITS – JOINT SHUL & CHURCH LECTURES – PURIM FUN
It's all go at Belsize Square Synagogue

Dear Friends,
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I am writing this message to you having 
met with the last of four schools visiting 
Belsize Square Synagogue for our 
annual Holocaust Education days. The 
impact of our outreach to children who 
never came to a synagogue and who 
had no exposure to any Holocaust 
education or testimonies, is a most 
powerful experience, a reminder, once 
again, of the role our synagogue and 
community play in our wider society. 
 
I cannot thank enough Henny Levin, our 
chief organiser of this event each year, 
and all the volunteers, who are an 
integral part of this tremendous 
outreach. May we all hope for the day 
when the lessons of the Shoah have 
truly been understood and that our 
world will never tolerate again words 
such as extermination, genocide, 
Holocaust, anti-Semitism, bigotry, 
racism and any ideology that 
disrespects the image of God that is a 
part of every human being on this earth. 

We pray for the four million refugees 
from Syria, 200,000 killed in the war 
there, the victims of terror around the 
world, and those who live in daily fear in 
Eastern Ukraine, Nigeria and elsewhere 
around the globe.

It is Purim, after all, that reminds us of 
the delicate balance between death and 
sorrow on the one hand, life and 
celebration on the other. One minute 
Haman plotted to exterminate the Jews 
of Persia; the next minute he fell, due to 
the valour of Queen Esther and 
Mordechai. We celebrate with song, 
food and laughter. 
 
This year we will have a special  
performance of Joseph and The 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at 6pm 
on Wednesday 4 March, followed by a 
se'udah (festive meal) and the reading 
of the Megillah.  On Thursday we will 
have a Purim lunch, for music and talk.
 
As a highlight this month, I am pleased 
to announce that St Peter’s Anglican 
Church, under Rev Paul Nicholson, and 
Belsize Square Synagogue will host our 
first joint adult education class, with two 
sessions at St Peter’s and two at 
Belsize Square. Please take advantage 
of the tremendous opportunity to learn, 
share and discover, together with our 
neighbours at St Peter’s, listed here.

One last note. Passover follows straight 
after this month. I ask all of you to 
consider participating in Maot Hittin, the 

“selling of hametz”.  It is 
embedded in our Jewish 
tradition to “welcome the 
stranger” and to “feed the 
hungry” and what better way of 
doing that than to make out a 
cheque for £10, £15, £25, or 
whatever amount, to Belsize 
Square Synagogue – Rabbi 
Altshuler’s Discretionary Fund.

 
The money collected will be forwarded 
to Manna (formerly Meir Panim), a 
partner group with our synagogue, 
dedicated to providing food in dignity to 
those in Israel who are desperately 
hungry, specifically to celebrate 
Pesach. Manna began as a response to 
the many Holocaust survivors in Israel 
below the poverty line, most of them 
from the former Soviet Union.They 
needed help and Manna came into 
existence. All you need do is fill out the 
“contract” that allows me to sell your 
hametz and, with a contribution for 
Manna, you have more than fulfilled the 
core mitzvah of this season.
 
I want to wish all of you a good month of 
March, a raucous celebration of Jewish 
survival with Purim, and a meaningful 
preparation for the coming celebration 
of Passover.

B’shalom always
Rabbi Stuart Altshuler

Enjoy a bagel with a glass of wine, coffee and 
hamantaschen. We’ll sing Purim songs and 
listen to insights of the Megillah

£5 per person

Thursday 5 March at 12.30pmSHABBAT 
HAGADOL
28 March

Our traditional service in 
memory of those with none 
left to mourn them will be 
conducted by our Youth 
and Cheder Students in 
recognition of this rising 
generation.

Monday 9 March: 7.30pm at St 
Peter’s Church: Teaching the Plagues 
and the Exodus from Egypt.

Tuesday 17 March: 7.30pm at Belsize 
Square Synagogue: Paul: Founder or 
Undoer of Christianity?

Tuesday 24 March: 7.30pm at St 
Peter’s Church: Passover: Its 
Celebration and Message.

Tuesday 31 March: 7.30pm at Belsize 
Square Synagogue: Easter: Its 
Celebration and Message.
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Throughout the millennia, music has been an integral 
part of man's life. Music reflects our joy, our sadness, our 
yearnings and our love. Songs convey our stories, our 
history, our praise and our prayers. Music and song have 
been integral to the Jewish experience starting with 
Miriam's Song of the Sea to the present day.

So what better way to commemorate Holocaust Memorial  
Day than a cantorial concert? Against All Odds, with 
Cantors Dr Paul Heller, Gedalya Alexander and Jason 
Green, reflected the music of our golden years before the 
Shoah, then the Holocaust itself and finally our hopes for 
Israel and the future.

Part One, The Golden Years, introduced by Lilian Levy, 
included the music of Lewandowski and Sulzer that is 
particularly dear to the hearts of Belsize Square 
Synagogue members. It was beautifully sung by Cantor 
Heller and our professional and community choirs. 

Traditional  music, including Kol Nidre and Kaddish 
Titkabel, sung by Cantor Green of the New London 
Synagogue was followed by Modim Anachnu Lach, (We 
are grateful to You), sung by Cantor Alexander and a 
surprise singer, budding cantor Yohel Heller. The 
applause was loud and everyone's mood was uplifted.

Part Two, The Holocaust, commenced with words from a 
visitor familiar at Belsize Square, His Excellency Mr 
Christopher Weidinger, Deputy Ambassador of Austria. 
He spoke about the efforts of the Austrian government to 
make Austrians aware of the role they had played in the 
Holocaust through murder, denouncing  fellow human 
beings or turning a blind eye. 

He spoke of Austrian Holocaust education and its 
intensification in recent decades, with school children 
learning from Austrian survivors living in England. He 
thanked the survivors for their courage in returning to 
Austria, where they had experienced so much suffering, 
and their contribution to educating Austrian children to 
the highest standard in Holocaust studies. He ended by 
thanking these survivors and their families for their 
generosity of heart and the hospitality they had shown to 
him and his family.

The music and songs of Part Two reflected the despair of 
Shoah. Closing my eyes and just listening to Cantor 
Alexander's haunting rendition of the Yiddish Es Brent 
(It's Burning) truly took me back to the shtetl, while the 
young voices of our shul youth choir singing Tsen Brider 
(Ten Brothers), a traditional Yiddish song adapted by M 
Rosenberg into a Jewish Requiem, brought out the 
sadness and memories of all the millions of children and 
their parents and families who died in the gas chambers.  

The youth choir then joined the cantors and other choirs 
for the final part, Israel and New Hope, lifting the mood 
and offering hope after all the murder and suffering.

This concert was one of the best tributes and 
remembrance of the Shoah I have ever attended. Big 
thanks must go to director of music, Dr Ben Wolf, our 
choirmaster par excellence; Philip Keller, chair of the 
Music Committee; committee member and unofficial 
impresario Geraldine Auerbach, who masterminded the 
idea of the cantorial concert; and those responsible for 
the abundant refreshments. 

Kol hakavod (all due honour) to you, the three marvellous 
cantors, Yohel Heller and all the choirs involved in 
making this such a memorable event.

MOVING AND IMPRESSIVE CANTORIAL CONCERT
Claire Walford reports on the Three Cantors and Choirs in Against All Odds

Ben Wolf conducts the Belsize Professional Choir, 
Belsize Community Choir, Belsize Youth Choir and New 
London Synagogue Choir with soloists (from left) Cantor 
Jason Green, Cantor Paul Heller, Yohel Heller (Cantor 

Heller's son) and Cantor Gedalya Alexander

WESTMINSTER ABBEY SERVICE COMMEMORATES LIBERATION OF AUSCHWITZ
As last month's Klopstick column indicated, 
Belsize Square is becoming quite at home at 
Westminster Abbey. The Solemn 
Commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of 
the Liberation of Auschwitz on 1 February 
followed the pioneering ecumenical service 
on 10 November 2013 commemorating the 
75th anniversary of Kristallnacht.

As before, the service was ordered along the 
lines of a church service with speech and 
music alternating. The content was mostly 
Jewish with a number of general hymns and 
all-inclusive readings and prayers led by 
church officiants, including a Catholic 
representative from Westminster Cathedral 
and the German military chaplaincy.

Rabbi Altshuler read from Isaiah and Cantor 
Heller recited El Malei Rachamim. Candles 
were lit by representatives of Jewish survivors 
and other groups targeted by the Nazis, as 
well as by the German Ambassador, on our 
Shoah candelabrum, which again made the 
journey to Westminster. 

Ben Wolf conducted the Belsize professional 
and youth choir (rehearsed by youth choir 
conductor Alyson Denza) in co-ordination with 
choirs from West London Synagogue and 
North Western Reform Synagogue (Alyth 
Gardens), as well as the Zemel Choir. WLS 
Rabbis Helen Freeman and Baroness 
Neuberger also took part.

(continued on page 4)

Cantor Heller stands next to 
the Belsize Square Shoah 
candelabrum to recite El 

Malei Rachamim



Herbert Levy was one of the four 
original members of the Belsize Square 
Cheder when he joined in 1940 at age 
11 and he devoted much of his life to 
the shul and related volunteering work.

Born in Berlin on 28 July 1929, he was 
the only child of an accountant father, 
Arthur and his wife, Rose, and was a 
particularly fair and attractive child. 
When he was five, his picture, taken 
with an equally fair girl cousin, was put 
on display by a local photographer in his 
studio window. The caption read: Two 
Beautiful Aryan Children.

During the 1936 Olympic Games, 
Herbert and his mother happened to 
turn into a street crowded with people 
waiting for Hitler's motorcade. Young 
Herbert was snatched up by 
enthusiastic fans and passed over the 
heads of people to the front of the 
crowd to get a close-up view of the 
Führer.

Just turned six, he had to decide 
whether to shout Sieg Heil and make 
the Hitler salute, which he already knew 
was forbidden to Jews, or refrain from it, 
which was forbidden to non-Jews. To his 
mother's relief, he followed the herd and 
was passed safely back to her.

The family regularly attended shul – his 
parents liked trying out different 
establishments – and once Jewish 
teachers and pupils were thrown out of 
general schools he went to a Jewish 
school. Through relatives in London and 
New York, his parents obtained 
guarantees which allowed them to enter 
the UK on transit visas and then on to 
the US – which never happened. Their 
places on board ship were taken by 
"essential war workers".

Herbert left Berlin on a Kindertransport 
on 21 June 1939. His parents arrived on 
18 August. Refugees were forbidden 
from working so, together with Herbert’s 
maternal uncle and aunt Josef Stein 
and Johanna Storbeck, the family 
huddled together in the attic room of a 
house in Amhurst Park in North London.

In June 1940 they were interned on the 
Isle of Man, a period which the 10-year-
old remembered as almost a summer 
holiday. They were soon released on 
account of their US permits, which they 
learned were useless after arriving at 
the American Embassy in Epsom. 

The family was then re-interned at 
Wandsworth Girls School in south west 
London. In September Herbert was 

evacuated but was so miserable that he 
wrote begging to come home, despite 
the bombing.

Although his father and uncle had 
previously been banned from working, 
his uncle now peddled a tray of 
household articles from door to door, 
while also picking up his previous career 
in acting. The German Service of the 
BBC used him for wartime propaganda 
broadcasts to Germany – and Herbert 
also got occasional child actor parts for 
the same reason. They now lived in 
West Hampstead and Herbert went to a 
nearby private school on a bursary.

The adults had joined the fledgling 
congregation under the Hon Lily 
Montagu's wing at the Liberal Jewish 
Synagogue and waited for Grandmother 
to join them for Herbert's Bar Mitzvah, 
unaware of her fate. Finally his aunt 
insisted on going ahead as he was 
growing so tall, he would be mistaken 
for a young chosson, a bridegroom. 

As a result, he was nearly 14 when he 
chanted his hastily learned portion, 
Naso, on a Friday night, the time slot 
allocated for the refugees' traditional 
service. It was conducted by Rabbi Dr 
Georg Salzberger, who travelled from 
Hemel Hempstead and had to 
return home before curfew.

Next day he repeated his portion 
under his teacher, Rev Magnus 
Davidsohn, in the newly rented 
premises at 30 Buckland Crescent. 
Herbert always appreciated Miss 
Montagu for her understanding of 
the refugees' yearning for their 
own familiar services.

Anxious to help the family 
finances, he left school after 
matriculation at 16, a few months 

after the end of the war, and worked as 
a junior in a sausage-skin importing 
company. In the evenings he studied 
drama at Toynbee Hall in the East End 
and found a steady supply of work in 
non-singing roles at Sadlers Wells 
Opera, forerunner of the English 
National Opera. He appeared in the first 
British production of Simone 
Boccanegra (which, like all ENO 
productions then and now, was sung in 
English).

His intelligence and cultural knowledge 
made up for his curtailed education and 
he was, in any case, a natural and 
extremely patient teacher. When called 
up for National Service from 1950-52, 
he was placed in the Royal Army 
Education Corps.

After military service he joined a textile 
firm. Meeting up again with his 
classmate from Cheder, Charles (Karl 
Heinz) Guttmann, he was introduced to 
the synagogue's flourishing new youth 
club, the Phoenix, successor to the 
earlier Claude Montefiore Circle. It was 
the start of a joyful new phase.

With drama as his forte, Herbert 
directed a series of plays – and wrote 
some – which won cups in ULPS drama 
competitions. He also served as club 
leader. In 1955 he met a new club 
member, Lilian Davidson. In 1960 he set 
up his own hosiery wholesale business. 
In 1961 they married and had two 
children: Andrew in 1964 and Hilary in 
1967.

He served on the synagogue board as 
youth representative for 35 years before 
finally stepping down. He was also on 
the Bazaar committee (he and Lilian ran 
the toy stall in the 1970s) and was on 
the liturgical committee until the last few 
months of his life. At Rabbi Kokotek's 
sudden death in 1981 Herbert stepped 
in as acting head of the Cheder for over 
a year, until Rabbi Mariner was installed 
and ready to take over.

HERBERT LEVY: OBITUARY
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Tribute to Herbert Levy
from Patricia J Tausz

 Another distinguished
 Flame has been extinguished
 From our illustrious past
 A dark shadow has been cast
 On the Levy household.
 Herbert you had a heart of gold
 You gave so much
 To many - your gentle caring touch
 Inspired many outside
 Your intimate circle - in fact the wide
 World gained a lot from you
 A husband, father, grandfather and friend true.
 Today we mourn your passing
 But your love was all encompassing.
 May all who knew you gain strength from that knowledge
 As we all here stand to acknowledge
 You.

(continued from page 2) 

It is the first-hand testimony that is always the most 
gripping. Breslau-born Anita Lasker-Wallfisch was 
trenchant in her comments on survival in Auschwitz. She 
was a cellist, there was a vacancy for a cellist in the 
camp orchestra – music-loving Nazis insisted on 
prisoners playing music for them – and cellists were hard 
to replace. 

When Auschwitz was abandoned to the advancing Red 
Army in autumn 1944, she was transported to Bergen-
Belsen where, six months later, she was liberated by the 
British Army. Her evidence, based on her sharp 
intelligence and observation, helped convict several 
senior camp officers.  
       
Zigi Shipper, born Zygmunt Shipper in Lodz, put his 
survival down to luck. He was small enough to slip away 
unnoticed from a round-up in 1941 and return to the 
metal factory in Lodz. When finally deported to Auschwitz 
in 1944, he was quickly transferred to work on Baltic 

coastal railyards. At the end of war, while waiting to 
board a prisoner ship to Denmark, his boat was hit by 
British bombs.

For the musical content, Ben Wolf selected scores and 
lyrics composed in Auschwitz and other camps by Viktor 
Ullman, Martin Rosenberg, Szymon Laks and Hirsh Glik 
– as well as some traditional Lewandowsky. The service 
also saw two premieres: a Polish song, Pogrzeb (Burial), 
on the mass cremations, written after the war by Laks, 
who died in 1983; and a poem composed and read by 
the Poet Laureate, Sir Andrew Motion. The poem, Finis, 
haltingly picks out a list of camp features and objects, 
unable to string them together to make sense of it all.

Our thanks to the Dean of Westminster, the Very 
Reverend Dr John Hall, and  Baroness Neuberger for 
their combined initiative in creating this service which 
they saw as the "natural follow-up to the Kristallnacht 
service." 

Ruth Rothenberg

In the early 1980s the highlight of the year 
was the Simchas Torah Revue. The running 
gag was two German-Jewish couples 
discussing and dismissing English life in 
unmistakable accents. Herbert played one of 
the husbands, called Heinz; the other 
character was Fritz Klopstick, a name which 
Antony Godfrey still runs with in our paper.

Other gems included The Persian Mikado 
(the words rewritten by Herbert and sung by 
the children's choir, conducted by the 
professional singer, the late Hanni 
Lichtenstern) – and his unforgettable 
Shakespearean soliloquies in full Elizabethan 
doublet and hose, which became skits on 
shul personalities.

A whole new era of voluntary work opened up 
in 1991, just as Herbert was retiring. The 
Anne Frank House in Amsterdam launched its 
educational work in Britain through a new organisation, 
the Anne Frank Trust, which opened its first London 
exhibition at Belsize Square Synagogue.

Herbert and Lilian answered the call for volunteers. For 
the next 18 years Herbert travelled the length and 
breadth of the country as principal guide. Although largely 
aimed at schools, after a few years he started taking the 
exhibition into prisons.

Through the travelling exhibition he met young Germans 
sent over as volunteers by Action Reconciliation, an 
organisation for conscientious objectors to military 
service. Meeting these young adults allowed Herbert to 
relate to Germany as a normal country again. He felt it as 
a healing cycle.

When travelling finally got too much for him, he turned to 
the National Sound Archive, interviewing those who had 
escaped from or survived the Nazi regime. The tapes are 
now lodged in the Herbert Levy Sound Archive at the 
British Library. One of those tapes is an interview with the 
late Hanns Alexander, who captured Rudolf Hoess, the 

Auschwitz commandant. This interview greatly 
assisted Hanns' great-nephew, Thomas 
Harding, in writing the best-seller, Hanns and 
Rudolf.   

Herbert's last act, as his health began to fail, 
was to visit Germany at the request of a former 
Action Reconciliation volunteer, now a theatre 
director. In June he recorded a ghostly voice, 
heard from offstage. In September he returned 
in a wheelchair for the premiere of Radar in 
Trier and took a curtain call. The director, 
Immanuel Bartz, came over for the funeral.   

Herbert Levy died in London on 7 January 
2015. He is survived by his wife Lilian, son 
Andrew, daughter Hilary and her husband 
Mike Solomon, and their children Rosie and 
Zack.

Playing Shakespeare his way
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Dear Fellow Members

This has been for me a very musical und motion filled time. It 
started with the concert from The Three Tenners in which our 
cantor Paul Heller was joint by two other chasnonyms in 
commemoration of the Holocaust. It was a musical feast 
with the professional chore mixing sometimes with the 
commune und use chores all under the conductorship 
of doctor of music, Sir Ben Wolf. The hole programme 
was held in order by Lilian Levy who delivered in a most 
calm und clear way a four-word for each segmentation.

The next occasion was in commemoration of the 
seventeeth anniversary of the libration of Auschwitz. Und 
this avent was held in Westminster Abbey alongside 
many digintaries such as Dean Westminster, 
Baroness Julia Rabbi Neuberger, Dr Ben Wolf again 
conducting a mixed chore, Andrew Motions, the  poet 
lariat reading one of his own pomes und even in attendance 
from the government benchers, Eric Prickles. I don’t think 
that even in the gathering of cardinals in Systern Chapel in 
Rome, have there ever been more cupples worn in church.

Apart from our chores, use, commune und pro, voices of our 
Cantor und Rabbi Steward Alts(c)huler echoed throughout 
the  great chambers. Rev. Heller sang without company El 
Malei Rachamim und the Rabbi recited the Candle from 
Isaiah 60th  also without companyment. All und all, it was a 
very moving ceremony und our sanks should go to Abbey 
authorities who greeted us with such wormth. Perhaps our 
Board und Council would consider making a donation of an 
extra toilet to the Abbey und so dopple these facilities.

Mrs Klopstick was not able to join me on either occasion. 
Unfortunately she has over trained herself ready for the 
marathon season und is currently confined to quartets with 
tender nighties in some of her most important activity areas. 

We here in Abernein Mansions are bedside each other 
with worry over the spread of antisemitismus across 
Europe. But we are equally worried about Pootin this 

Russian self-imposed President und professional liar. As 
I write this words there is a very thin seas fire in the 
Ukraine. Along with President Pornoschenko I am very 
spectacle about the outcome of this. There is a long 
history of Jewish Ukrainians where once was the most 
populated of Europe. Even today those who are there 
are not under thread which is in complete contraction 
what is claimed by the Russians.

Despite all this concerns, there is still much to look forward to 
in what is still to come up. Only yesterday I saw the first 
formulation of geese catapaulted across the night sky. This is 
always the foreplayer of spring. Und with this season comes 
new hope for all from us. This year Pesach und Eastern are 
at the same time. This has given Mrs Klopstick the idea of 
making Eastern eggs out of matzo meal. She wants to hide 
them in our commune garden for the children to find. I think 
these eggs are more likely to be used by Mr O’Flattery, the 
gardener here, as additional stones for his rockery. 

With the best of intentions

Fritz Klopstick     
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THE WINCH LUNCH - HELP WANTED 
We will be helping with a family meal at the Winch 
(www.thewinch.org) on Wednesday 11 March from 5-7pm. 
We are looking for volunteers to set up the room, serve 
food, chat with children and families, and wash up. Some 
lifting and stairs are involved. To take part, please contact 
the Synagogue Office.

BELSIZE BOOK CLUB 
Wednesday 18 March at 8.00pm
We will be reading Amy Waldman’s book, 
The Submission at the home of Jennifer Lake

Please call Dorothy White on 020 8445 6388 for info

SECOND NIGHT SEDER
Saturday 4 April after the service at 6.45pm

At Belsize Square Synagogue
 

Pesach is a wondrous time when parents and grandparents are 
blessed with an opportunity to create warm, loving, 

Jewish memories for their children and grandchilden.

Rabbi Altshuler and Cantor Heller, together with their families, 
invite you to join them for a delicious three course meal, 

all the Pesach songs and some thoughtful insights. 

£30 Members         £35 Non-Members         £15 Children
Please phone the Synagogue Office on 020 7794 3949 
or email office@synagogue.org.uk if you wish to attend.

The third AGM of The Synagogue (the AGM) will be held on Monday 
1 June 2015. Formal notice will be given in due course.
The Board hereby invites the members of The Synagogue to 
nominate candidates for the Office of Chairman and for election to 
the Board for a period of three years commencing from the AGM. 
There are 15 vacancies.
Nominations must be in writing, addressed to the Hon. Secretary 
and submitted to the Synagogue Office by twelve noon on Friday 17 
April 2015. Each Nomination must be signed by at least five 
members of The Synagogue who are themselves entitled to vote at 
the AGM. Only valid nominations which are received by that date 
can be considered. No member may sign more nominations for the 
Board than the number of vacancies (namely 15).  
In accordance with the Articles of Association of The Synagogue, the 
following 9 members will be retiring from the Board by rotation but 
are eligible for re-election if duly nominated: Brenda Brod, Philip 
Brass, Joe Brookes, Paul Burger, Deborah Cohen, 
Adam Hurst, Annette Nathan, Vera Pollins, Sam Sanders.

From 20 April, a list of the candidates duly nominated will be 
available for inspection at the Synagogue Office and the formal 
notice of the AGM will also include a list of those candidates.

Election of Deputies
Election of up to two Deputies to the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews to be undertaken as a postal vote. Nominations should be sent 
in writing to the Hon. Secretary not later than Friday 17 April 2015, 
with names and addresses of the persons nominated, whose 
consent should be obtained.
Any person eligible for nomination as a representative to the Board 
of Deputies must have been, for at least one year prior, not under 18 
years of age or an undischarged bankrupt or convicted of a serious 
criminal offence or a paid employee of the Board of Deputies. 
Retiring Deputies are eligible for nomination. Should there be more 
nominations than there are places, a postal ballot will take place. 

Our present deputies are: Eric Moonman and Robert Sacks.

Invitation to Nominate Candidates for Membership of the Board of The Belsize Square Synagogue (The Synagogue)



LOCAL LUNCHEON GROUPS
Still running and happy to welcome new members

Please let us know if you plan to attend

The NW3 and Wembley Group
1.00pm on Wednesday 18 March
Giacomo, 428 Finchley Road, London, NW2 2HY
Please phone Anne Goodwin on 020 8452 3997
or Irene Strauss 020 7435 3538 

The Edgware Group
12.30pm on Wednesday 25 March
Amaretto, 12 The Promenade, Hale Lane, HA8 7JZ 
Please phone Inge Strauss on 020 8958 9414

NEW MEMBERS
We extend a cordial welcome to:
Jennifer Benedict
Dean & Irisa Frankle
Samuel Viner
Alan & Hazel Kay
Matthew & Janet Kentridge with children Emma & Alexander
Elly Livingstone with children Sacha & Leah
Patrick & Judith Sciamma with children Ethan, Zacharie, 
Joachim & Chaim
Jacqueline Dobrin with daughter Leni
Naomi & Robbie Miller
Simon Gee
Sophie Becker

B’NEI MITZVOT
Congratulations and best wishes to:
7 March: Max & Oliver Needleman, sons of Sharon and 
Michael Needleman
14 March: Dylan Krikler, son of Emma and Alex Krikler
21 March: Daniela Kobrin, daughter of Julia and Aviad

BIRTHDAYS
Congratulations and best wishes to:
Mrs B Flynn (95) on 5 March
Mrs E Block (89) on 9 March
Mr J Altmann (85) on 14 March
Mrs R Simion (87) on 16 March
Mrs M Suchy (93) on 20 March
Mrs H Heineman (95) on 22 March
Mrs M Altmann (86) on 27 March

DEATH
We regret to announce the passing of:
Hella Israel on 9 February

STONE SETTING
The stonesetting for the late Steffi Lachmann is on Sunday 22 
March at Edgwarebury Lane Cemetery at 2.45pm

Sunday Morning Adult Discussion Group
1 March: Jewish Book Week outing. Meet in cafe area at 
10.00 before 1st session at 11.00. Meet again 12.15.

All remaining Sundays, 1st Session: 9.45-11.00: 
Rabbi Altshuler on The Great Philosophers and the Jewish 
Response.

2nd Sessions 11.15-12 noon:
8 March: Jeff Graham & Larry Miller on Israel's Elections.

15 March: Patricia Parker of Kids For Kids on Helping 
Forgotten Children in Darfur and Sudan.

22 March: TBC

29 March: Professor Menachem Klein of Bar Ilan University 
on Lives In Common: A Possible Peace Between Israel And 
Palestine.

Regular Services
Friday evenings at 6.45pm & Saturday mornings at 10.00am

Kikar Kids
7 March and 4 April at 11.00am
Under-5s Service in the Crèche

5-9 year-olds Service in the Library
11.30am – Kids Kiddush

Often followed by a Pot Luck Lunch 
Contact Mandy Brass on 020 8452 6936 to bring a dish

Religion School
Sunday mornings: 9.30am-12.30pm

Community News
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The copy deadline for the next issue of 
Our Congregation is Friday 13 March 2015

DOROTHY WHITE
After many years as our Community Care Co-ordinator, 
Dorothy has decided to retire. Her leaving date is yet to be 
confirmed and we will  advertise her position shortly. There 
are plans to mark Dorothy’s retirement and details will  be 
announced in both this paper and News from The Square.

6 March: Sharon Needleman
13 March: Emma Krikler

20 March: Daniela Kobrin
27 March: Annouk Assouly

Friday Night Shabbat Candle Lighting

AUCTION OF PROMISES
ON LINE  BIDDING STARTS EARLY MARCH 
AND FINISHES AT 4PM FRIDAY 20 MARCH

We will shortly be sending the new Auction brochure with 
over 150 items by email. This will be available both on line 
and printed copies will be available in the synagogue. Get 
bidding, buy something you want and
give money to charity at the same time. 

Thank you.

Newly available in the UK
JUDAISM - A PRACTICAL GUIDE

By Antge Nisimblat Heller

A clear explanation in under 
100 pages of the basics of 

Jewish Life, history, 
customs, calendar and 

concepts.

English edition £10 
From the Synagogue Office 

or via www.annih.se



SYNAGOGUE HELP LINES
THE BELSIZE SQUARE SYNAGOGUE

51 Belsize Square, London, NW3 4HX 
Tel: 020 7794 3949 Fax: 020 7431 4559 

Email: office@synagogue.org.uk
SYNAGOGUE OFFICE HOURS

9.00am - 5.30pm
Fridays: 9.00am-2.00pm 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
Lee Taylor - 020 7794 3949

BELSIZE MEMBERS’ GROUP
Co-chairs: Marion Nathan - 020 8361 2443

and Dilys Tausz - 020 7435 5996
CHEVRA KADISHA

Chairman: Rabbi Stuart Altshuler
Joint Vice Chairs:  Helen Grunberg - 020 8450 8533

Cantor Dr Paul Heller
COMMUNITY CARE CO-ORDINATOR &
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICE 

Contact Dorothy White on 020 8445 6388
or email dorothywhite@synagogue.org.uk 
or call the Synagogue Office for a leaflet 

FUNERALS
During synagogue office hours phone 020 7794 3949. 

Evenings/weekends phone Calos (Undertakers) 
020 8958 2112

JUDAICA SHOP
Open during office hours and on Sunday morning during 

term time only
KIDDUSH

Rota enquiries to Jennifer Saul in the Synagogue Office 
(not Thursdays or Fridays) 

LIBRARY
Open Wednesdays 10am - 12 noon

At other times please check first with the office
CHEDER

Enquiries to Jeanie Horowitz, Principal in the Synagogue 
Office, or email jeanie@synagogue.org.uk

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
Chairperson: Mandy Brass - 020 8452 6936 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Email Youth Workers Yohel Heller and Michelle Heller - 

youth@synagogue.org.uk 
LAYOUT AND DESIGN

Philip Simon
www.philipsimon.co.uk

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR CONGREGATION
Emails to office@synagogue.org.uk 

or to the Editor: ruth@famrothenberg.com
CO-CHAIRS

John Abramson and Suzanne Goldstein
07946 353340 

MINISTER
Rabbi Dr Stuart Altshuler 
rabbi@synagogue.org.uk

EMERITUS
Rabbi Rodney Mariner 

rodmariner@aol.com / 020 8347 5306
CANTOR

Cantor Dr Paul Heller
cantor@synagogue.org.uk

Charity Number 1144866
Company Number 7831243
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SYNAGOGUE SECURITY UPDATE: 
YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU

A Message from Co-Chair, Suzanne Goldstein   
In light of the recent events in Paris, the Synagogue has been in 
conversation with the CST (Community Security Trust), as well 
as local police. The CST are happy with the security we have at 
Belsize and that is a tribute to our professional security, our CST-
trained supervisors and our security volunteers. The government 
and police are firm that their top priority is ensuring the safety of 
all communities in the UK and, specifically in recent weeks, the 
Jewish community.

What We Are Doing
There have been changes to the building, which include bolts on 
certain doors that can be closed from the inside in the event of a 
terrorist incident. There have also been changes to Cheder 
dismissal procedure and to the number of security guards on site 
during the week. The Counter Terrorism Department from 
Camden Police are arranging for a specialist to assess the 
Synagogue to look at the measures and procedures in place and 
where we can improve.

What We Need From You
We ask all members aged 21-60 to undertake security either on 
a Friday night or Saturday morning once or twice a year. Cheder 
parents are also asked to attend security on a Sunday morning. 
Your presence makes a big difference to our community.  

What We Would Like To Do
We would like to run a training session, to be organised and 
delivered by the CST.  We need a minimum of 20 people to sign 
up and commit to refreshing our security provision. Please 
contact the office to express your interest in this course. We 
hope that every security volunteer will sign up to ensure we are 
offering the very best provision we can. 

GENERAL ELECTION HUSTINGS 
FOR HAMPSTEAD AND KILBURN 

CONSTITUENCY
Belsize Square Synagogue
Sunday 1 March 2015 at 8:00pm
Doors open 7.00pm for refreshments; questions to 
be submitted in person by 7.30pm; discussion 
commences 8.00pm

Panellists:
Rebecca Johnson (Green Party)
Simon Markus (Conservative)
Maajid Nawaz (Liberal Democrats)
Magnus Nielsen (UKIP)
Tulip Siddiq (Labour)
Geoff Martin (Exec Editor, 
Ham & High)

Chaired by Jonathan Charles 
– Formerly long-serving BBC 
world affairs correspondent 
and presenter – and BSS 
member

We welcome all members, 
friends and constituency residents - no charge.



SIMCHASLive

www.simchaslive.co.uk
Hosted by

Now in its 7th year

Free entry

80 + exhibitors

800 free parking spaces

Help, top-tips &

inspiration to create the

perfect event

Expert guidance on

your choice of kosher

champagne, wine &

cocktails – with plenty

of free samples!

Free kosher food

Live music

Plenty to keep the kids

entertained 

SUNDAY
22 MARCH 2015

11am - 4pm

Free Entry, Free Parking 
Live Music, Kosher Food

Allianz Park, Hendon,NW41RL

For all enquiries please contact us on  020 7692 6929
or email sales@thejngroup.com

Event Organisers


